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Tur, ('oNsiri\:ii(iN luvrii a t.aw am) a covv.nant of uaumonv — 'I'lic I'uliliKliiiijj; 
(/0)in\iitic(M'lcct-(Ml l>y thr IVianl, ;inii ]i(uniii;i) ly (•(iniitihilcd lo j.'.iiavd n!',i>iMHtr jiciiods 
(if cxcitnuoiit., iiiid lo jKM.iict-uiUc union - liarniony in Dk; foniulaiiyii ininciiilcs and 
history of tli<; l>ond<))i aixl Amcrii'.'ui 'J'laot. Societies, . . . ' . . '•'/■•■> 

TiiK Sociiri v to vtoi.ati; its iiaiimonv iiy 3s^r(N<: TiiACis om Slavkkv in 

WHICH CmiiHiiANs AHi; NOT a(;ri;i;u~A piopoKcd 'IVa(;t on "Dntit'S of Masters" 
olijecti'd to Imtli iu the H(.>rtlu;vn and tho Houtlieni Kiaics, !in<l laid aside, . C-S, 

Dm TDK RnrouT of Tiiii Commi iti i; of FuTKra oiiancu; tuf. Socikty'h ritiNcii'i.Ks, 
on THK ,(!F.sroxsiii)LiTiF,s OF THK Pliiii-isiuNO ('oMMnTF.K? — Their iipi)ointnu!nt — ali- 
seiicc of meniliers — results tliat mii;ht have been reached hy full incpiiry — inib- 
fitanee of their lleporttvs a whole, iu pvoliniinary Ktii.tenicnts, inu arnhh^, and rcsolu- 
tior^ — action on particniav Tra.et.-i left with tlic PubliKhin^ Conr-iuittce, . 8-11 

YaRIOUW J'LAX Snn.F- A\I) INGKNIOUrt ATWUIMKNTS FOR KVAniNll TIIK I'RINCn'I.F.S OF 
HARMONY IN TllK Coi.SXm TIOX IIV ISSVINO CONTROVEUTF.l) TrACTS ON SLAVERY OO.NSIl)- 

KRKD— ' ' Ma^imiude of the cvilK " — " the whole will of God ' ' — ' ' intcmpevivnce — 
"%yhirt Christians oiyhi to approve" — "what they approve mnjih/ as Chrisllinm" — 
" church form ubiricR "^ — ^Thcse arguments uut^igonistic to Christiari union, to the 
letter and spirit of the Constitution, to tlie true principl(;s of interpretation, and to 
historical facts, 11-lG 

TilE PVDLTSIIING COMMITTEE IIAVK SIDED WITH XO PARTY AMONG FA'ANOF.rJCAl, 

Christians — Must l)c governed V-y the catholic priuciplcis of the Constitution under 
which th(!y act, 10 



KKSPONSIIULITI KK OF TIli: T (TBI. ( S II I N ( ? COM M ] TTI] IC 
UNDKR '!'.;:;■: Ok-NSTITdTION. 

Tin; Cotistilatioii is not only llic lam l)y Avliicli the. Soinety is hound, 
it is a Folt-vuii covcitaiil with Ciod iiiid tho Chrisli;i.ii coiiuiniiiil.y — ;i 
ffnavaiili'c, t(f iill doners, li's(,n1,(»vs, ])n1r()iis, and jinrchascrs, ol' every 
iisHiio l(n';rliVy, IVoni Maiuc^ ;ind Minnosola to Texns. that the Sociely 
siial' he eoiidvicled on the jjrineiples ol'unioii tlierein defined. Aiiionir 
tile stijiulations lor <riia,rdiii;.>- and ])eri)(^tuatin<!: tlie eatliolic ehara(^t( i 
ol' the Society as defined in tlie iirst article, jiecnliar jjrovisions ar(> 
made as to the mode oi" election and the ])owers and dutic^s ot" the 
Puhiishiiiir Coimni'tee by whom alouo the issuing ol' any pnhlicutioi» 
can he sanctioned. 

The Iirst and linidainental article is: "This tSocicty shall he de- 
nominated the American. Tract Society, the ohjt^ct ol" which shall he to 
diiiiise a knowledpe ol" our Liord Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of sin- 
ners, and to promote the interests of vital godliness and sound moral- 
ity, by the circulation of religious tracts calculated to receive the ap- 
probation of all evan"*elical Christians." 

The fourth article provides lliat "the Society shall annvdlly elect a 
Board of Directors,^'' v/hich wdth tiie Life Directors now contains about 
twcntv-livc hundred members. 

The fifth article provides that " the Board of Directors shall annnal- 
hf elect, by ballot, a. Publishing, a Distributing, and a Finance Com- 
mittee, the members of which three copimittecs shall coup^^itute an 
Executive Committee to conduct the hvsmcss (f the Socicti/," which 
three cotmnittecs monthly report all their proceedings in their min- 
utes, to the Executive Committee for approval by the whole body. 

The sixth article further protects the catholic principle of the first, 
and guards against the controliing influence of any cue denomination; 
by proviuing +hat " the Publishing Committee shall contain no two 
members from the same ecclesiastical connection," and that ?io tract 
shall he puhlishcd to which any memher of that Committee shall ohject." 

The eighth article provides that as far as piracticable the benefits 
of the Society shall be extended equally to " all parts of the United 
States." 

These provisions arc definite and uaquestiouable. The Publishing 
Committee can only be elected by the Board of Directors; they are 
to be governed in their action by the principles of the Constitution, 
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('ft|i('('')!illy the liiKt, luui ('iiinlaiiu'.iilal ■irticlc ; mid nu Inict, t-aii he, |»nl)- 
IisIumI l»y ;i,iiy iicl o!' Ilic Society, 1li<' l^oiud, or ol" llic I'lxcc.uli vo 

(.'oir.millrc;, wlncli tln' iiiciiibcrs of ilir l'n1)li!^li)ii<i Coiniiiit.lcc do U(t1. 
luiiviiiiiioiisly coin'ur in !ii)|trovi)i)r. The. (!oii,stiiii1iou tliuK ]>rovidcs lor 
coiiKlaiiily r''«''nrr'ni^ periods ol' excileiiieni on ])art.ie.iiliir Hultjei'ts, 
wluMi, (Hit of the. iHiiuy thonKaiids of lueniherf^ disixTsini 11iroiifj;liout 
llie eoiuitry, a eoiii])ara1,iv('ly siiia)! inuuln'r a<^'itn1ed Ity ihiil, f;ul)jee.1, 
inifrlil, eonK-l,iiu1c a. majoril.y ol" those ])reseiii a,1, an anniversary. This 
mif^lit have been the ease, poine years sintu^ in ilui (^xeilcMuenl, on Fret;- 
unisonvy, wl'.ioh eenlred in the. stale ol' JSfew Yorlt, and was estimated 
to have oeeassoncd dissensions rind divisions in no less tlian tliret; uviu- 
dred clmrclies. 

Sii])pose that iit some meetinf*^ of the iSoe'cty in a time ol" such 
exoiteinenl, a majority ol' those jiresent should he intent on issnin<^ a 
'J'rnct on Inlant r<a])tism, or on Pre^lacy, or on Slavery, or on en/ema- 
Ponry, or oii the Maine Law, they liave no ])ower to do it by a direct 
vote, nor iti any otlicr Avay, nnles! the r>ibliriliin<r Conmiittee, elected 
as above by the Board of iJirectors, sliall tuiauimously a])nrove it. 
The Soci(^ty, by givinfr a year's notice, and a vote ol' two-thirds of 
the mcmbcrB present at an annual meeting, can cliau'jc the Constitu- 
tion ; but initil clianged, no Tract can he issued which in the judg- 
ment of any one of the Publishing Committee, now comprising six 
ofitiinable pastors of churches, is not both adapted to bo useful and in 
accordance with tlie catholic principles of the Society. 

These guards of the Society's catholic character were Avell nuder- 
stood in its organi;.ation to be very strict, and to apply to all subjects. 
"No tract" could he published to which any member of the Publish- 
ing Committee should object. Many fears indeed were entertained 
that that Committee so constituted might not agree in the great 
distinctive essential truths of salvation; but the Aa^h^jy to secttre and, 
perpetuate harmony amoiig evangelical Christians in all the Society's 
proceedings was questioned by none. It is written as with a sun- 
beam on the Constitution, and confirmed by the whole course of action 
under it. Happily it w^as soon found that in the grea,t practical tmths 
of salvation all the members of the Publishing Committee were one. 
They equally loved and gloried in the Christ-exalting truths of such 
works as the Pilgrim's Progress and Saints' Rest ; and the Holy Spirit 
sealed and sanctioned the publications issued, in the conversion of 
multitudes of souls. So fully was this principle of harmony understood 
and recognized by all the Committees as the basis of the Constitution, 
that no act of either Committee has been carried into effect to which 
there was known to be a dissenting voice; and the convocations of 
the Society have been jubilant, occasions of congratulation, thanksgiv- 
ing, and praise, in which for thirty years a disturbing " nay " was never 
heard. God has been in the midst of her. The good done through- 
out our land and world has hlled heaven with rejoicing. 

The founders of this Society had before them the bright example 



111' liaiiiio'iy ill Ihc jmrciit. llclifiioiis 'I'riu'l Socicly loniicil in lioiuloiii 
in IT'.l'J, wliosr ui-;<i;iii;il "Address In ( 'lirint iiiiis," '.rnicl, iS'o. I, liy lt(>v. 
hr. i5(H',ii'^ ol' (i(>s|)urt, 'lives lli;'ir princiiihs <i( iiuioii us lliey liiive 
lieei! reil'TJitcd 1,lioiis;iii(is oC limes l)y union Trucl, Soficlics iii nil ]>nil.s 
of the world. .Il;i\'iii>r deliiied a reli'iiouH 'IriK^t us " ;i, select portion ol 
divine IriiUi desifiiicd iiiid ii(!a|)1"d to iiialic tlie rentier wise unto s.il- 
Viitioii,"' it ;j;iv.'s the iollowiiiir :ik iirsl iiiiion,%' "tin; (jiwilities tliat slioiild 
\){\ soii^(!it lor, ;iii(l ;ir(^ united in ;i (rood Tnu^t" — 

" l'tir( IrulJi. Tliis, llowiuj^ I'roiii llie sacred j'oniitain. of tlu; New 
Testatiient, should run I'rom he<i;iniiiii;j; to end, niieoiitniiiinated with 
error, uiidistnilied with inniiaii systems; eleav as crystal, like the river 
of lil'i;. There should he ii(>thiiifi; in it ol' tiie .\/ii//Iii)lf(h ol' a sect; 
nothing- to retuimiiieiid ouc deiiomiiiation, or to tlirow odiiim ou an- 
other; ii()t]iii)tr of I lie itcrunony of r.iuitcinlinv; pariiv}; oirdin.sf. those, tliat 

' 'Jl ' J'' "' '"' J""> ) f!^>><'>i "H I 111 V <i v^ili l.-il 111 II I iV , Jll >VJ1H'<I ilJl l.Ui: 

fcdlowers (d'ihe Ijamh v/lio are lookiiifx for the mercy ol' the J>ord .Jcmirt 
Christ niilo (Vernal lii'e, can unite with pleasure, as in one f^reat com- 
mon c-ause. Kor sliould any worhlly si^hemc be interwoven witli the 
truth, or atlempfed 1o he concealed under its I'ohls. J lore, sliould not 
bo seen the slii^rhtest vesti<fe oi' any carnal end, in any I'orm or I'or any 
purpose, however laudahh; sofne may think it; nothing but divine 
truth, unmiiii^I'.'d, unadulterated, and pure as it came I'rom heaven, i'li 
lor the whole human race to imbibe." 

Ou these jirinciples the Society in London have acted fiftjf-eiglit 
year? \»ith success and "unbroken harmony." When the American 
Tract Sociidy was formed at Boston in 1814, though its founders were 
of one denomination, it adopted the London Society's "Address to 
Christi.'ins " as its first tract, and in its constitution defined its object 
to be, "/o promote the interests of vital godliness and good morals by the 
distribution of such tracts as shall be calculated to receive the approbation 
of serious Christian:? of all denominations." That language substan- 
tially was adopted in the first article of the Constitution of the Amer- 
ican Tract Society formed in New York in 1825, with additional 
guards of the catholic principle in the sixth, as above; and the spirit 
of the London Society's address characterizes the eloquent original "Ad- 
dress of the Executive Committee" of this Society, written by Rev. 
Dr. Spring, and constituting Tract No. 1 of the present series. That 
address represents the new-formed Society as " a great institution 
whose operations shall extend over our whole country, and as far as 
practicable even beyond its limits;" in which '■'■the twofold u7iion of 
various local institutions, and of Christians of different denominations, all 
applying their powers in a common direction," shall " unite the con- 
currence and feeling of this free and enterprising nation ;" and by "the 
best and strongest aflections of the human heart, gathered from the 
remotest parts of the land, 'lengthen the cords and strengthen the 
stakes ' that bhid together the body politic ;" and adds, " It cannot ])e 
carried forward without harmony of design and united perseverance." 



If KKi'oNsiiui.rn ICS of thh 



Tho U'Hiiiiioiiics to tlui vi'ality iiiul (^iicrcdiicFS ol' ilii.s union iVom docn- 
mcnls and rcciivdud hcIh would (ill volumes, iind conHtitiilc a. \nri*v. ;iiul 
do!i^lit,i'»l ;[ior1,iou oC tlu'. liiHtory ofiliciM' ;i,lliliiitcd insliluliouK. United 
in thiH l)ond of love, llic Anu'vican Tnu'.l. Socicly ])roco('d('d lor jiiorc 
tluiu iliivly years, ilK prospeetK uever brifflii.er, nor UuMnHlrninentalities 
employed more (diieicnl, nor the l)lensin<r more rielily deHecndin<r; and 
the lonff-tried, sell-deMyiufif donors and labcu'ers wished to conliniu^ their 
coutril)uliouK and harmoiiions toils, urnhn* llie fjuidanee and smiles ol 
their aseeuded Redeemer, till they should meet bel'ore him to recount 
the triumphs ot Jiis p-aee. 

But (.T()d saw that tlieir faith was to l)c tried oven in the most 
lender ])oiut, tukiu t)Ni',Ni:KS in Christ. The nation had become cou- 
vulocd Avith a f^rcat absorbing scid ional issue, blending jioli.tics, uuirals, 
rcliguui, and local and ucuomiuiuiuiiaL iutovestn and prcjudiccf:, rend- 
ing eormnuuitios, cimrchcs, and even the most endeared social iind 
family tics; M'hcn certain religions journals, chielly rc])reBcnting a ])or- 
tion of a largo and respected Christian denomination in one section 
of the country — against the wishes of other porti;)ns of their own de- 
nomination and of the Christian coTUHUUiity among Avhom they dwell, 
and against the wishes of other evangelical denominations largely 
represented in the Society's constituency — undertook to influence the 
institution to take part iu the national strife by issuing anti-slavery 
tracts. 

Hov/ could the Publishing Committee meet such a demand ? The 
next demand might be from other large bodies of Christians that the 
Society should issue Tracts against what they regard as " Abolition 
fanaticism." The next demand from still other bodies might be to 
issue Tracts against what they regard as wrong views of Baptism, or 
of the orders of the clergy, or church discipline, or some other subject 
equally known to be in controversial among evangelical Christians. Who 
does not see that the first principles of the Society forbid the Publish- 
ing Committee to take sides in any such controversy, or comply with 
any such demand ? And who does not see that by refraining from 
publishing Tracts on points thus controverted, they imply no approval 
of what either party may see in those points to be condemned? Sup- 
pose such demands should be multiplied and pressed till the Society 
was threatened with revolution and ruin, can those appointed to 
" transact its business," whatever their personal preferences may be, 
assume the power to violate the solemn vows the Society has assumed 
for the fulfilfnent of its sacred trust ? Must they not rather still com- 
mit its interests to God, who has promised never to forsake those who 
humbly trust in Him ? 

The Publishing Corumittec explicitly said in the Annual Report for 
1S56. that if there were tracts on "duties and evils" connected with 
the subject of slavery, " in which evangelical Christians north, and south 
would agree" they knew no reason why they should not be approved 
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iuul jmhlisJic'l. iWd. llu^ lu-nuuid now iiuulc iijtoir (hciii '^ocs i';n'lfii''i-: 
it, Ik ili;it, l.licy sliiill issi '; wluit oiio body ol" ("v;i)i<i;c,lic;il ( 'Itrisl iiiiiH 
Ktrcimoiif-ly di /tKiiid, and oilier Ixxlicn of cviiiifrcrical ( "lirinf inns hh t trcii- 
uonsly rt sisf . This was csHcutiiilly i\w vhhc avIkmi a I'vw moiil li- sIikk: 
llii^y v.'cre oiilk-d to act on a ]>vo]i()S(^(l tract on tlic " DiMics ol" Masters," 
ill rclcrciH'c to wliicli, in the pirciUMit excited utatc of the. piil)lic isiiiid and 
under the iiilhicnc(! ol'erroncons, conjectural, and "(>'iflic1,iiiif statciueiiti^, 
there, has heeii a conl'uHcd and alnioM, iiuixplicahi ,Jiv -rsity ol' o|)iMioii. 
In ilstdi'tlie tract Avas from th(! iirst re;jfardcd by K'vcral I'riendf-- ol' the 
Society in the south(>rn states, to Avhoin a. jirool' Avas early si^nt, as in 
Kouie parts liable to fi;ra.A'e ol)icctions. It is also objtu'.tcd to hy aiili- 
shivery Christians ol' the north as tacitly sanetioniiiff the. system ol" 
slavery, yet many such demand its issue as t/ic firs! of a .strrirx Aviiich 
shall ultimately condemn sh'vvery; Avhilc a }j;reat hudy ol" Christians 
at the north, and all at the south unite in jll^)te.^tiil•i a^iiiin^L ihe 
Society's cntcriufr on any I'ormal discussion ol" a subject so bitterly 
cnutroverted among the I'olloAvers of Christ. Our most enliffhtened 
southern brethren toll us plainly, in Ioa-^c and confidence, that the 
comnumity aTnon<jf Avhoin they dAvcll have been so /goaded hy Avhal 
they regard as misrepresentation and abuse I'jrom northern ])rcsses, 
and such is the pervading dread of inccndiiiry documents, tiiat for 
tin; Society's col])orteur8, (Avho last year Avere Avelcomed, bearinc 
messagcB of salvation, into more than tAvo hundred thousand families 
in the sla\'eholdiug states,) to be sup])lied Avith any Tract on the subject 
of slavery Avould create universal alarm ; and that if this subject is to be 
agitated at all in the Society's publications, there can be no access to the 
people of those states. Many of our brethren at the north are evidently 
misinformed as to the nature of these insuperable obstacles. Let them 
visit or communicate Avith their Avarm-hearted intelligent southern 
brethren, one in Christ Avith themselves, arul seeking the same salvation 
for bond and free, and it may be better understood Avhy a spark on this 
subject is dreaded, and hoAV every pressure upon the Society from the 
north to publish on this subject but increases the alarm. 

The Publishing Committee Avere not called either to justify or con- 
demn the views of any parties in this controversy ; but surviving au- 
thors of the Tract objected to its publication, and testimony from all 
parts of the south and south-west, confirmed by a general cessation 
of cooperation immediately following the action at the Society's last 
anniversary, made it unquestionable that to issue it might close the door 
of access to eleven millions of undying souls, the great body of whom are 
not implicated in slavery, and at the same time sunder the So- 
ciety's constituency at the north. To take action Avhich might lead 
to such results with no warrant from the Society itself, they unani- 
mously judged would be an abuse of the trust reposed in them, and 
in this view the consideration of the proposed Tract was discon- 
tinued. 

Let it be understood then by every member and friend of the Soei- 
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cty, llifd till! Publiivliiiiff Cominitiiie, hi i'ulfilUnjf llioir rofiponaibiliUon 
to null the Sock'ty'B whole (lou.stiiuciicy, novtli, fiiiuth, v.i\nl, i\m\ 
AVCBt;, Biiiiply, coiiHcicntiouHily, ami uniuiu)ioui»ly dcclineil l,o LsHwe a pro- 
poficil Tract, Avhir.h a lav<f(j body ol' ovaugclii-al ChristiaiiH dc.mnndc.d I's- 
}ici'ially as a proliuh^ to other Tracts on Hiavcry, and to which otlier 
hodicH ol" evani^elical (JhristiauH haviuf.i; equal I'ijfhts in the Society oh- 
jcr.t.r.d. This, this only was their action, leaviiifj; themselves and their 
successors to bo guided by the gracious providence ol" God in all the 
i'uture. 

But the question arises, What new rksponsuhmtiks wkuk uk- 

VOI-VKI) ON TIIK ru«r,ISUING OuMMiTTKR BY THE SANCTlONEn KEl'OUT 

OK THE (Special Committee of Fifteen ? 

Such a Special Committee (like one which had then hr < n appoint- 
ed by the American Board of Foreign Missions) had been called for in 
one or more weekly journals previous to the .anniversary, May, 1856, 
when the excitement Avas such that the Society's business meeting 
filled the late Brick church. At that meeting a proposiil for the ap- 
pointment of this Conimitteo was early introduced, accompanied by 
the declaration that no revolution of the Society was desired, that what 
the Publishing Committee had reported as to the subject of slavery 
was substantially satisfactory, but that sundry financial and other ques- 
tions had beea suggested as to the Society's business operations, and 
the appoiutr ;ettt of such a Committee woitld be acceptable to many. 
The motion was strenuously opposed on the ground that there was no 
occasion for it; and after long discussion the whole subject was laid on 
the table by a vote declared by the President. That vote, however, 
was disputed; a call was made for the yeas and nays ; and in the im- 
practicability of ascertaining, at so late an hour, who were entitled to 
vote, another audience being then in waiting at the Broadway Tabeir- 
nacle to attend the religious exercises of the anniversary, and some 
members of the Executive Committee being ready to challenge inves- 
tigation into its business transactions; and that Committee having 
voted on the previous day that " should it be the pleasure of the Soci- 
ety " to appoint such a Special Committee, they would " welcome and 
facilitate all their inquiries," the point was reluctantly yielded, and a 
Special Committee of Fifteen " appointed to inquire into and review the 
proceedings of the Executive Committee and report," 

To the Society's financial and business operations a special com- 
mittee from the Committee of Fifteen gave laborious attention, with 
every assistance that could be afforded them, and with results reported 
as highly satisfactory ; but the question now before us is the influence 
of their action on the responsibilities of the Publishing Committee. 

It is much to be regretted that a highly respected member of the 
Committee of Fifteen, who Was not present to assist in their '^inquir- 
ies" into the history and grounds of the proceedings of the Publishing 
Committee for thirty years, virtually prejudged the case in a paper 
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Hont them Wiiic.li, tlioufr]) nouo of its distinotivo pOHitioiiH AVorc adopt- 
ed, has piiipc l)(MMi frivcii to tilt! public; cHpeoially jia iho paper is 
evidently Imwed in part on inifiajiprohejiHions I'eiterated tiien, hh oClate, 
in certain joiniialH, and Avliich it was lioped tlio inve,stif(ationH of tnat 
Committee would clleetnally remove. Widely di/lon^nt vicwB on the 
interpretation of the Constitution and views quite in harmony with the 
•Society's /general eouvHe, wen; prcHcnted to that Coirmiitlee iu anot}ier 
letter apolof^iziuf^ ior ahscnce, from J)r. Anderson of the Baptist church, 
President of the University at Rochester, who ultimately declined ffiv- 
in<if his name to their report, chiefly on tin; ground that it seemed to 
him " ambiguous, and likely to fail of adji'sting the great cpiestiou at 
issue." A third, pfipor was also addressed to them fronr a State Branch 
Tract Society, with, the signature of their esteemed President, of the 
Episcopal church, bearing their distinct and earnest protest against 
the Society's violating the catholic pledges of its Constitution by issu- 
ing Tracts the South could not receive on the vexed subject of slavery. 

Could, these three highly esteemed brethren have met the investi- 
gating committee iu free, kind, and intelligent Christian conference, 
and they and the whole committee have fully availed themselves of 
the experience of the members of the Publishing Committee and offi- 
cers, and had their deliberations been delayed, as their honored Chair- 
man would have preferred, till after the year of the Presidential contest, 
the final result of such " inquiry and review " might have united the 
intelligent judgment of the true friends of the Society in all parts ol' 
the country. Such a result, thus obtained, it appears to us must have 
embraced at least the following facts as incontrovertible : 

1. That the intent of the Society's constitution Avas to secure and 
perpetuate harmony among all who should engage in it, and that with- 
out the hope of this the Society would not have been formed. 

2. That the Society has never published any thing in favor of slav- 
ery, expressed or implied. 

3. That its publications give the whole testimony of the Bible in 
reference to slavery, in the language of Inspiration. 

4. That its refraining from discussions of the subject so far as con- 
troverted ainong evangelical Christians, is from a conscientious regard 
to what the Committee believe the Constitution and fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Society require, and not from want of deference to the 
wishes of any of its members. 

5. That by silence on controverted points they express no opinion 
as to the magnitude of the good or the evil involved in those points, 
whether pertaining to baptism, the orders of the clergy, slavery, or 
any other subject whatever; and that three small volumes from which 
omissions in reference to slavery had been specially complained of, 
Avere to be discontinued. 

6. That the Committee are bound steadfastly to adhere to the. true 
principles of the Society's constitution, hoAvcAfer excited portions of 
the community may be on any particular topic. 
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7. That, the Hiibji^ct oi' aliivory in iiow'^ bo idculiluHl with political, 
natiou'il, Htictiouiil, and ilcnoiruiudioniil Hliirc, tliiit its IVoc. diKcusKiou 
in luiy ot" its aupcctH would bo liable to ali'.MUvto }ji;rcai bodies ol' evau- 
<rerK!al ChristiauB, both at the north and at the south. 

The statements oi" the lionoverl Chaiiniau ol" the Connnittec of FiC- 
tceu ill preseutiufi; their report to the Society Avould seem to show that 
their deliberations as to daw.ry, (a. term not mentioned in the action of 
the Society appointing them, nor by hiui or any other s])ea,ker during 
the anniversary when that report was presented and adopted,) were 
more summary than had been anticipated, lie said: "On the 17th of 
Marcli ten of the Cor.iraittee met at the Tract-house, where tlu;y were 
received ihost cordiolly by the Executive Committee, who threw open 
to them every door to the investigation After seeking divine counsel, 
it was proposed that each, member shoald, in the first place, speak out 
his own sentiments freely. We thus, said he, had a couliilential inter- 
change of views, beginning witk the person nearest to the chair, and 
around in order, concluding with the chairman. Each one spoke out 
fully and freely his own opinions and views. We were wliei'e wc 
had a right to speak freely, and by the blessing of God each one 
ascertained for himself that that line upon which the Society had been 
operating for more than thirty years, was one upon which the commit- 
tee, with all their diversities of opinion, could, concur. If it had not 
been for the business operations of the Society, that were also committed 
to our investigation, in less than two hours those ten members of the 
committee would have concurred in such a report as would be pre- 
sented to-day. This unanimity," said he, "struck iis all with delightful 
and overwhelming surprise. If the dew ever descended upon Hermou 
and the hills of Zion, it descended upon the committee at that meet- 
ing." Under the influence of such a statement, the report was read, 
declaring i:i its preamble, " It is to be remembered, that the Tract 
Society was founded, not to discuss disputed questions in theology, or 
morals, or politics, but to spread the truth in its simplicity and pu- 
rity as it is held and loved by all evangelical Christians," " and the 
Committee cherish the hope that by the Divine blessing their views 
(of the subject of slavery) will meet the approbation of their Christian 
friends in all parts of our country. In almost breathless suspense lest 
an excited discussion like that at the previous anniversary should be 
renewed, the adoption of the report was moved and seconded and carried 
without discussion or time for deliberation, when the Society paused 
and united in thanksgiving to God for so peaceful a result. That re- 
port had not been shown by the Committee of Fifteen either to the 
Publishing or the Executive Committee until heard by them as read 
at the anniversary, and as its object was to review their own proceed- 
ings it was heard by them in silence. 

But the question recurs. What new responsibilities did that report 
devolve on the Publishing Committee ? It devolved on them, as the 
constitution does, and as the Society has always done, the responsi- 
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biliiy (){' jiidirj/iir v^hot specific Tracts c.i\nl<l he coiisisteiiih/ issued. TliiR 
duly vriis iicitlicr rofcriXMl lo, nor iiPHimu'd l»y, tlur Spccinl (.'oiimutlcc. 
Hvcu (iH to llic ])r()])i'ic;1.y ol' iKHiiiiif^ llic Irnot, on llu! " JJuticK of MuHlcr.s " 
\vlii<'li ilic PnhJisliinf!; (JoiMiiiiltco liiid llicn under cousidcmtioii, and of 
Avliif li proof iuiitrcKHions, on tlui r('(|iu'st, oi' one ol'tlu^ (.'oiininUcc, ol' 
teou to sec it, wiu'c )dac(!d in tl.e Iniiids of all tlic ni('nd)i'r.s that Cojii- 
)iiitt(Ms tlicy rofraiiuid irom cxpn^ssiiifr any ()])inion. 'I'licy roooui- 
niended frcncral principles of ac^tion wiiich tluiy hoped »uifj;lit harinoni/,c 
tlio Society and the Christian eonuuuiiity : tlie pro)niin>nt ])ointK of wliieli 
are, in tindr introductory statenientK aflirniin*^ the cailiolic character of 
the (Society, and in their lirst re,s(dution jriviiifr the fundamental arti(;le 
of the constitution entire, as a.l)ove quoted; in their fourth rcsolntion 
expressiu;^ their judgment that the " political aspects " of niavery lie en- 
tirely without the pro])er H])hero of the tSoeiety, hut that " moral duties" 
and "moral evils aud vices" connected with it "can and ouffht to be 
discussed in a Iraternal and Christian s])irit;" and in their last res dution 
expressiuff great confidence iu the wisdom of the I'liblishing Committee, 
that their action iu carrying out the principles of the previous resolu- 
tions would be such as would "tend to ])roinote the widest aud best 
usefulness of this Society throughout our whole country." 

On receiving and considering that report, weighing at one view 
its several recommendations, guards, and limitations, the Publishing 
Committee, desiring to give all possible deference to the judgment of 
thejr highly esteemed aud cherished brethren and coadjutors, Ibund no 
dirficulty in acting according to their own understanding of the principles 
suggested: the sum of which is, wisely and discreetly to present scrip- 
tural views of these duties " and " evils " iu a manner that shall not 
be identified with political or sectional strife, and shall be consistent 
with the catholic principles of the Society, and its best interests through- 
out all our boundaries. That these duties or evils are to be formally 
announced as growing out of slavery and thus discussed in specific 
tracts, is not expressed, in the resolutions ; and the difficulty, if not 
impossibility of issuing such, tracts, and yet avoiding the " political 
aspects" of slavery, has been already referred to. The Publishing 
Comraittee are wisely, vmdor their responsibilities and according to 
their best discretion, with a proper regard to time and circumstances, 
to present scriptural views of these and all other moral duties, evils, 
and vices. This they have ever endeavored to do. They certainly 
have issued, in reference to the subject in question, all that God has 
revealed, in the very words of inspiration. 

An insuperable obstacle to issuing special Tracts on the " duties " 
or " evils " growing out of slavery was occasioned, as alread)'^ intiinut- 
ed, by the language of the Special Cormnittee, especially in the latter 
part of their foiarth resolution ; which, heralded as it was as an anti- 
slavery triumph, and as indicating a radical change in the course to be 
pursued by the Society in reference to slavery, by v/hich it would make 
itself a party in the pending political strife, excited such alarm and 
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opjionit.iou from ovaiii^relical C!liris1.i!iiin in liirp;^ ])()rlioiis of llio comitry 
as ^niiilly to cornpliciili; the diliiculticH Avhicli pri'vionsly cxinti'd. 

The intciiHC dcHin.' of rniiuy tlnal. t)io t^^ooiely Hhcild isHnc; HiX'cidr 
Trac'.tH ajraiiiHl, ulavery, liaB ^ivoii riso 1:u variouH it.aiihiIii.k and iN(ir,N- 
lons AUOUMKNTH for it.s (h)iu<.!f this, th(m<.!;h il. be, .'is above ai[)[u'arH, 
ill opposition to the ])laiii letter and spirit of the (lonKtitutiou. 

Prominent anion*; ^heso i.s the. rnfuritiliu/c of the. evils allefi;cd to be 
connected with the ByHtcm of Bhivery. Ou tliis point tlio I'ubliHliinf.; 
Covninittco in tlieir oilicial reiatious have no eall to (jueHtioii tlie oj)in- 
iouB of tlie inoHt zeahius; and they vejoiee to aid in dilliisinfj; tlie gospet 
of Christ as the great efi'eetuai remedy of all the evils whieh cni-se our 
pin-ruined world But what they do inufit be within tlie liin:l« of ihi' 
trust assigned them. And more than this: in judging wliat Tracts 
are best adapted to this end, they may believe that the plain inculca- 
tions of the Avord of God as harmoniously understood by his ])eo))le and 
richly owned and l)h?ssed in all partf! of our land, are the most effectual 
means possible for the ^Society to secure the desired result. 

It is further asked, Is not the tSociety bound to ])uhlish tJie %dioln 
titill of God on all s\ibjects ? It docs this as his will is revealed in 
his inspired word, adding plain practical comments and instructions. 
The great theme of salvation by Christ, pervading tlie whole Bible, the 
Society inculcates perhaps as clearly and forcibly as it is proclaimed 
in any pulpit of the land, and with as evident tokens of the divine 
approval. But if the question is whether the Society is bound to 
inculcate what is in controversy among cvnxgelical Christians, th;i,t which 
large bodies of them do, and other large bodies of them do not, regard 
as the truth of God, here it is called to pause by the limits of the trust 
it has assumed to fulfil. 

Again it is asked. Have not the Publishing Committee already vio- 
lated this principle by issuing, on Intemperance and kindred subjects, 
Tracts in which they did not expect einingelical Christians would he 
agreed ? We answer, No. On this point, there is in some minds an 
evident misapprehension. The Committee may have been led, as 
tracts were presented from time to time, to issue loo large a pro- 
portion on the topics referred to, especially as the great temperance 
reformation, based, (^r^ strictly gospel jirinciples, came forward side by 
side with the progress of this Society. But the Committee have never 
adopted indiscriminately tracts on temper.mce or any other subject. 
Their action is not on subjects, but on specific tracts proposed for pub- 
lication. They have never sanctioned any tract in which they did not 
believe evangelical Christians would be substantially agreed; and if 
they now knew of any tract in the series of a contrary ciiaracter, they 
would discontinue it. "With all the iterations in late discussions, that 
the Society's Tracts on Temperance and kindred subjects have given 
offence to evangelical Christians, it may still be asked, What Tract 
thus gave offence ? What was the objection? When and where was 
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it made. ? A (liK(,il](>)-, and a (Irmiltanl oven, llion^li Helf-fondonnuMl, 
may iaily a])])V(»vc -i Tract Kliowiiifr that iiiloxicaliiijf drinks crralc an 
unnatural ai)|)(.>tit«;, In-inij; ruin in tiiin ]iiV% and dcntroy body and soul 
iu Jioll, and such a 'I ract may unite the suliiaiijcH ol' llu- (Mnintian 
conununity. 

It i.s I'uvtlier aHlccul, May not the avohIk iu the Society's Coustiluliou, 
calciildtcd U> receive the a.itprol)ation ol' all evauf>;eli<^■«l (Christians," he 
construed to mean what, in the judjruioiit oi' the ClouiiuitltMr, oii^hi to 
receive such a])])rohatiou ? But by what authority, or ])ossil)ility, can 
the r)d)lishiii<f Committee decide what the I'resbyterian, or Baptist, or 
Episcopalian, in one part of tlu' country or iu anotlier, oiight to lielicvc 
ou points known to he iu controv(^rsy ? and who could join a society 
conducted ou this j)rinei]>le ? Nor less practically alisurd is tlu; inti- 
uiatiou thai, no oltjectiou to a tract is to be regarded, unless made hy 
" evan<.,''elical Christians" simph/ and (ih.straclly considered, a.s .siiefi. On 
this principle, ol)jectionB of Congre<^ationalists to tracts advoeatinpf the 
divine ri<^ht of prelacy or of rresbyterianisrn, should )uit he regarded, 
because they would object, not simply and exchisively as evangelical 
Christians, but as Congregational Christians. Who docs not sec that, 
as every ■evangelical Christian holds some sentiments not common to 
others, in the practical application of this principle tracts might be is- 
fiucd to oflend and exchide any and every member of the Society. This 
and all other phrases of the constitution are by the constitution itself 
referred to the Publishing Comnuttee, eleeted as those in whom con- 
fidence is reposed, to be acted on as in their sound discretion will best 
accomplish its main design in perpetuating the Society's harmony and 
usefulness. 

The words of the Constitution just quoted, have also received 
another novel interpretation. First arssuming that the Publishing 
Committee can only know what is approved by evangelical Chris- 
tians through the formularies of their respective denominations, the infer- 
ence is drawn that, as those formularies refrain from adjudicating in 
terms on the subject of slavery, therefore the Committee, \iiot, should 
also refrain, as seems the only legitimate conclusion from these prem- 
ises, but] may issue Tracts on slavery in which evangelical Christians 
are not agreed, though it should expel the whole body of evangelical 
Christians in the southern states, divide and alienate from each other 
Christians of the northern states, and dismember the Society. So di- 
rectly and plainly is this interpretation at variance with the natural 
import of the language of the Constitution, that the idea that its lan- 
guage could be interpreted to allow of the sundering of evangelical 
Christians by Tracts on any subject whatever, was, so far as we know, 
first suggested thirty years after the Society was farmed, in an argu- 
ment for the Society's publiBhing on slavery, and except in such an 
argument has been avowed by no one. 

The Constitution) as above shown and distinctly testified by the found- 
ers by whom it was drawn, was intended to secure harmony, not merely 
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in noiii/.'! (Ir/inrd in church foi nnihiric.f, hut on all suhjccts ; and the lad. tliat, 
Puhlisliiuf.!; ( loiiiniil let; have ever (aIikv^ [icLcd and art^ Klill aclini.!; on 
prin('ii»l(' of a v()idiii;.f (roHisioii amoni,' rvaii>j;(dit'-al ( 'hvislia .,s on any 
Kril>i"ot,, is, like lif'Hli(>'s " inonunicnln and ac'.l.ionn ]u',])1, np," ati iinan- * 
iiwcvable conlirnialioii ol'tliiK tcst.'nnony. Ko canon ol" i)i1,('r|)r(M;ili()n in 
bc.Ucr Ho,t1,](Ml tlian 1hat ('.(nitfinjun-aneonH cx|)ot^ition lias (.rrcal wcif^lil, 
and Uiai ])ra(^tioc and ac(inios(^(MH'.(i nndcr a (M>n8l.i1nt.i()n lor a pin-iod of 
yc'aTK IVoin the l)c'<j!;innin<2; lixcH the (loiulrnc.lion. The ' 'onsl.il.iition was 
orififinally ralirifd by a ConvcMition oC Dclof^fnloH IVom lunlliorn ami sonlli- 
orn tract societies nnited; and tho>i'j;li the move inuru'oiate and ])al])a- 
lile olistaclr' to lie suvnionnted was the nnion ol' Christians of diU'eront 
denominations, and discussion on the suhjcct ol" shivery Inid not tiieii 
reached the same intensity as of late, yet the danj^er of alienation on 
tliis siihject was clear to every rellectinff mind. Then as now the very 
mention of slavery on a, ca.tholi'^ idalforni wonld liave been re<rarded as 
a watehv/ovd of division. The delegate from Augusta, t-ieorgia, was 
placed on the. Committee to nou^inato the Society's oflieers. At its 
public organization, as Rev, Mr. Summerfield, then from Baltimore, 
i?at by the side of Rev. ])r. l)c Witt, and perceived heart meeting heart, 
he said to him, I hope this Society will be the means of cementing 
northern and southern Christians; and as, soon after, the late Rev. Jo- 
seph Brown from Massachusetts, of kindred spirit, was I'ctnrning from 
a. residence in Charleston, he called at the Society's house to say tliat 
any discussion of slavery must be. fatal to Christian union. Nothing is 
more erroneous than the idea that dillercnces on slavery were nnknowji 
or iinconsidcred in the Society's formation and early history. 

But to look at this new interpretation somew^hat further: Is it 
a fact, that the personal character and responsibilities of "all evangel- 
ical Christians" arc thus rnei'ged and lost in their respective denomi- 
nations? And is it a fact, that the sentiments of denominations are 
known only through their formularies of faith, and not at all by the 
acts of their General Assemblies, or general Synods, Conferences, Con- 
ventions, or Associations, and their solemn annunciations through the 
pulpit and the press? Or is it a fact that the tens of thousands of 
Baptist and Congregational churches throughout the country, and a 
score of other denominations or sects some of whose members coope- 
rate in the Society, have such established and universally recognized 
formularies? There can be but one answer to these questions. The 
whole urgument is evidently based on the assumption that the Socie- 
ty is not a union of individual Christians, but oi denominations ; con- 
trary to the most fam^'i ' and well-known facts. The Convention 
that originally adopted t.. ■ 'institution unanimously substituted the 
phrase, " evangelical Chria' i ,is" instead of the phrase, '■^evangelical 
Christians of all denominations." °' I myself," argued ReT. Mi. Sum- 
merfield, in proposing the change, " am not here as representing any 
denomination, but as an individual Christian wishing to unite with ray 
brethren in advancing the Redeemer's kingdom," or words to that ef- 
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feel:. The whole liiiKlcny ol the Soei(^iy shows that il. eoiii-oHl.s of iiidi- 
vi(hial )iienil)ers l»y the coiil rihul ioii of $20 eneli, and iiot. of denoiiiina- 
l.ioiiH. Tlic faetH, thai, llie ('inmuit1.ee in the )traetieal (li«(;harfr(^ of 
tlieir (hitieH eannol, !uul need not eiinKult every indiviihiai (Ilivii-itian 
thvouf;hout the eonutry ; tliat tlie oiheer.s are elected IVoni difierent de- 
nonunationfi ; that itK doeinijeutH sjieak oi" the (lilheulty of harmony 
arnidHt their varionH doetrine^ ami creeds; and that Hjieakers irom dif- 
ferent deiioiriinationH on the iSociety'n ])la,tform often (dieer (iaeh otluM' 
as )neetin/r there on tlni hanin of a coiinoon (Christianity, are all in 
perfect eonsisteney with its heiii'i: a. union of individual (jhriHtianw. 
" 'Vltc const itulion of n sociuli/ is si7iiply a coitiptict hetinccii. itidividi/dls, j'or 
the purpose of aeeonijdishiiiji^ a certain (d»ject in a Ri)eeified manner." 

Jhit Kujjpose the tSociety were a union of dcv ininations, ruch. hoviid 
hy its own formnlarirs, could they luiite more readily than individual 
Christians in issniufr Tracts on the controverted asjjects of .v/ai)r;r?/ / 
Are not the f.ifreat Ba])tist and Methodist churches, north and south, 
now ecclc'.iusticaUy divided, on this one suliject of slavery ? Can they 
unit(! iu issuinf^ tracts ou this suhjcct? And suppose sueh a. geofrraph- 
ical division Avere cffeeted in this Society, how many of our otlier 
ecclesiastical bodies could he expeeted to remain united in the north- 
ern portion of it? Would such a division he acceptable to the Epis- 
copal church? to the Presbyterian bodies? to the Reformed Butch 
church? to all the Consjrenrational churches? to tlic Lutheran or 
Moravian church? The great catholic bond that unites the Society 
being sundered, would not other separations probably soon follow, 
!iud the part remaininf^ soon fall into the hands mainly of some one 
denomination to use t "e funds consecrated to a truly catholic object 
by the living and the dead, for denominational and sectional ends ? 

According to the theory in question the Society might plunge into 
POLITICS, in direct conflict with the report of the Committee of Fifteen, who 
avow that it " cannot be made a special organ of anti-slavery," and that 
" the jiolitical aspects of slavery lie entirely without its proper sphere, 
and cannot be discussed in its publications." Since tlieir report was 
presented, it has beccme much more apparent that to find a proposed 
line of discrimination between a discussion of the "political aspects'^ of 
slavery, and of "moral duties'" or "moral evils and vices'^ connected 
with it, is, iir the present excited and prejudiced state of our country, 
a point of immense difficulty, if not practically beyond the reach of 
the most acute mind and the most benevolent heart ; especially as 
partisans, both north and south, sec in the first tract that might appear 
on the subject a train of a\iti-slavery issues. 

Apply the same theovy to our other great national catholic in- 
stitutions, and would the results be less fatal ? Could not an argument 
be constructed, that slav ery is the sin of sins, that passages of the 
Bible are daily perverted for its support, that the American Bible So- 
ciety is solely a union of denominations none of whose creeds sanction 
slavery, and as the phrase "all evangelical Christians" in the constitu- 
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iidu of one f^orieiy, -o IIk; plirnHc "williout uolc or comuiciit" iti tliat 
o{' iinothcr, niiiat h>:.nd to tl\o al)iioibin(f dcmiuid, mid evou tiiiii JSocic- 
ty 7i>u,\(, imwM". coimuciilH on ulav.n'y. 

lu a Avord, all ilictiv. iir<j;mivonl,H are in spirit anla«!;onujtir, (o Chrifi" 
liaii nuion. Tlir ono qurHiiou w, Shall all onr national or other ( .itho- 
lic Soriciics ho i-iiindt!rcd, iheir coDHlilnUoiiB violated, their rnndn. per- 
vortcd, their boleuui coveu.'nits Avith (.-iod and men hroken, hy tlic one 
^rcat divinivo u.»d now political mhjeet. of slavery? 

Tlio PnhliBhing Committee, Heekinp lif^ht from on hifrh, liavc en- 
deavored to lionor Christ in tlie Halvation of men hy treatinfif all Huh- 
jcets in aecordaneo with the prinei])les of the tSoeiety and the inHpired 
word — uncoiisuou.s- of Jiavhig ever cspouNtd, in t/icir official rdatio^is, either 
side of any controversy In/ leJiiclt the peoi-^'i of God arc unhapjiili/ .sundered. 
They see no other principle of action to he pursued in iullllling their 
rcsponfiihilities. 

Is it vif^ht, that intelligent ministers and Christians, lonf^ tried 
frieads and snp|;orterB of the yoeiety, daily breathing the prayer that 
Cluist'e redeemed people may he one in Him as lie is ono with the 
Father, should so yield themselves to local or sectional feelip^B or mis- 
apprehensions as even in their hearts to censure hrothren they love 
and esteem, for declining to execute the demands of a part, in opposi- 
tion to the knov/n will of other large portions of its constituency — in 
other words, for their faithful and conscientious, it may be self-deny- 
ing and enlightened discharge of official duty ? God is judge, and he 
may show that they have acted as all wise and conscientious men 
in a full view of the facts must have acted under the responsibilities 
resting upon them. 

With somti care and fidelity in the hope of correcting various mis- 
representations, freely consulting with fellow-laborers, among them our 
late lamented chairman tho Rev. Dr. Knox who was one of the So- 
ciety's foundei-s and acted on the Publishing Committee till his death, 
we have given the above statements, including those referring to the 
Society's organization and the drafting of its constitution, chiefly from 
the personal knowledge of one or more of us, as we expect to meet 
them. here on earth and in the judgment. We commend them to our 
brethren of every name and locality, and to God who holds all hearts 
and controls all events. 

. WM. A. HALLOCK, 
0. EASTMAN, 
J. M. STEVENSON. 

New Tobk, Tbact-house, February 20, 1858. 



